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PROTESTERS held a party to

make their feelings known

about the planned closure of an

Oxford sports centre.

Dozens of people joined council-
lors at the event to support the
campaign to save Peers Sport Cen-
tre in Littlemore. :

Oxford City Council decided in

| August to terminate its deal to run
! the centre, which is owned by
| Oxfordshire County Council.
| The centre, in Sandy Lane West,
could close in January and will be
. demolished later next year if the
z‘c adjacent Peers School is turned
i into a city academy, said deputy
{ council leader David Rundle.

The council said the centre cost
the authority £2.91 in subsidy for
every one of the 71,644 people who
used it in 2006-7.

But protesters yesterday said the
decision to close the centre was
rushed and small-minded.

Pensioner Pat Ross, of Bowness
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reservauons about the scheme,

GET-TOGETHER: County councillor Olive Mcintosh-Stedman and Ruth

Wilkinson with campaigners

Avenue, Headington, is a member
of the Sunday Larks swim club,

whose members range from 40 to 93
vears old and meet at the centre
every week.

The 67-year-old said: “It’s the age
group that desperately needs this
pool to stay open. It's warmer than
any of the other pools and it's a
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safer environment.”

Her husband Eddie, 87. added:
“The sports centre at Peers had
more people in the past two years
than the one in Blackbird Leys.”

Ruth Wilkinson, of Thames View
Road, helped organise the party.
The 51-year-old said: “This is virtu-
ally the only amenity that residents
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of heart

of Rose Hill and Littlemore have,

Lord Mayor John Tanner said:
“We organised a party because we
wanted to show off the wonderful
sports we have at Peers and to tell
everybody that we want to keep it
open.

“All we have to do is get the exec-
utive board to think again and not
make this rushed and stupid deci-
sion, which will harm the local
community, people’s health and
Peers School.

“It is a stupid attempt to save
money without making any real
comparisons. It is v small-
minded.”

David Rundle, the city council's
executive member for stronger
communities, said: “The closure of
Peers Sports Centre is not an if, or
a maybe, it is a definite - not
because of us, but because of the
academy.”

Campaigners have also vowed to
protest outside a meeting next
Monday, when the city council
executive is due to discuss the
closure.
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